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CONFIDENTIAL SANA 4341 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, KE, KS, CH 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF PRESIDENT AL-HAMDI 

REF: JIDDA 6934 (NOTAL) 

1 . DURING DEC. 8 CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT AL-HAMDI, HE 
INFORMED ME THAT HE WILL BE TRAVELLING TO COMMUNIST CHINA 
AND NORTH KOREA ON OR ABOUT DEC. 20 FOR WHAT HE DESCRIBED 
AS "PROTOCOLAIRE" (SHIKLIYYAH) VISITS TO THESE COUNTRIES. 

HE NOTED THAT THE INVITATION TO COMMUNIST CHINA HAD BEEN 
EXTENDED FOR LAST SUMMER, BUT HAD BEEN POSTPONED BECAUSE 
OF THE RECENT EARTHQUAKES THERE. 

2. COMMENT: CHINESE/YEMENI RELATIONS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 
GOOD, A RESULT OF DISCREET AND LOW-KEY CHINESE EFFORTS HERE 
FOR MORE THAN A DECADE. THE VISIT TO NORTH KOREA MUST BE 
VIEWED MORE IN THE CONTEXT OF CHINESE/YEMENI RELATIONS 
THAN IN THAT OF CLOSE NORTH KOREAN/YEMENI RELATIONS. 
ALTHOUGH THE NORTH KOREANS HAVE ON A SMALL SCALE ALSO 
BEEN PRESENT IN YEMEN FOR A LONG PERIOD. IN THE MEAN- 
TIME, WE INTEND TO REPLY TO JIDDA'S 6934 REQUESTING 
INFORMATION FOR THE SOUTH KOREAN EMBASSY THERE, BUT IT 
MAY BE WORTH PASSING ON TO THEM THAT THEY HAVE AGAIN 
LOST ANOTHER GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY. 
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